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ISAWWA Youth Outreach Program 
Starting a Science Fair 

The Illinois Junior Academy of Science (IJAS) sponsors a statewide science fair competition every year.  There are two divisions: Junior High (7th-8th grade) and High School (9th-12th grade).  While not all schools participate, many schools do send kids to local, regional and state level competitions in a wide variety of science topics.  

Illinois Section AWWA has a committee of volunteers that work as special awards judges at the State level competition.  We look only at the projects related to drinking water and select the best projects in each age division.  The outstanding project winners receive savings bonds.  This is outside the normal IJAS judging process, but often, the projects we select also do well in the regular competition.

What Does My Organization Bring to the Table?

The best drinking water projects are those where the student has paired with a water utility or university to conduct their research.  This gives the student access to:

· Knowledge of relevant local issues

· Water samples

· Laboratory equipment

How Do I Know Who is Interested?

1. If you already have relationships with local junior high or high schools, contact them to ask if they participate in science fair and if you can help.

2. A list of schools participating at the state level the previous year can be obtained by contacting Lara Biggs at (847) 866-2942 or at lbiggs@cityofevanston.org.

How Do I Get Started?

1. Contact schools until you find one(s) that are interested.  It is best to start in August or early September.

2. Talk to the science teacher or to the teacher heading up the fair.  Offer to talk to interested students. 

3. Give interested student(s) a tour of your treatment plant.  While you walk around, explain the treatment process.  During the tour or after, take time to talk about some of the issues and concerns you have.  These can range from broad topics like source water quality problems to specific things like evaluating the best type of polymer to use.  Discuss other issues that can affect the quality of water delivered to the tap, such as changing seasons or the type piping in a residence.

4. Answer questions.  Make yourself available over the next week.

5. DO NOT assign projects to students or create the projects for them.  In the science fair process, it is important for the student to come up with their own question and hypothesis.  Instead, consider yourself a resource.  Answer questions.  Provide tools, such as time on laboratory equipment, if you are able.

REMEMBER – The purpose of this is not to provide the student with an award winning science fair project.  It is to provide students with tools and information they might not otherwise have access to so that they can achieve their best.  It is to introduce youth to the drinking water industry so that they can develop a bigger picture of the world.  It is to foster relationships with youth, so that they can become aware of careers in our industry.  Most of all, it is to have fun!  



















