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ISAWWA Youth Outreach Program 
Girl Scouts

Working with Girls Scouts of the USA is an easy and effective way of achieving youth education and public outreach.  With a little research and help from a local Girl Scout council, it is possible to run programs in conjunction with plant tours that will often cover some or all of the requirements for scouting awards dealing with water, environmental science, and government.  Earning all or parts of a badge on a single visit is a huge attraction to Girl Scout troops.  Often Girl Scouts need opportunities for public service and job shadowing that could be provided by water utilities towards other awards and advancements.  Scouting youth find areas of interest that lead them into higher education and into career fields through opportunities such as these in their scouting programs.

It is important to realize that although they share a common historical root, the Girls Scouts of the USA and Boy Scouts of America are two separate organizations with separate programs.  To contact a local Girl Scout council, look under “Girl Scouts” in the phone book or use the council locator via the web at http://www.girlscouts.org/councilfinder . Each council should be able to put you in touch with a program specialist that can work with your utility in finding awards that would be applicable at the troop level or in organizing and offering larger badge workshops.

The Girl Scout program is divided by grade level into Daisy (K), Brownie (1-3), Junior (4-6), Cadette (7-8), and Senior (9-12).  There is also an overlapping group known as Studio 2B for ages 11-17 that the girls may also participate in. 

Brownies Girl Scouts are generally in grades 1 to 3.  When doing activities and tours with them it is important to remember that the younger ones are just starting to learn to read, so you shouldn’t rely on printed materials.  The Brownies can earn badges called “Try-Its” found in a book entitled “Try-Its for Brownie Girl Scouts”.  Each Try-It can be earned by doing four or more of the listed activities.  The leaders do have flexibility in adapting the activities for safety or local practicality; please discuss your activities with the troop leader or council representative to make sure you are staying within the intentions of the Try-It.  The most applicable Try-it to Water Utilities would be “Water Everywhere”, where the Brownies simply find out about water! A utility tour is not one of the activities, but fits in well as a culmination of the activities and as a fun and educational field trip.  You can work with troop leaders who may wish to do some or all of the requirements of the Try-It at meetings and simply come for a tour of your plant as reinforcement, or you can work with troop leaders or council representatives to develop a program where in the Brownies can earn the entire Try-It while visiting your plant.  

Junior Girl Scouts are generally in grades 4 to 6.  Their badges are more complex than the Try-It and require more steps to complete.  The “Water Wonders” badge is the most applicable to a Water Utility Tour and is found in the “Junior Girl Scout Badgebook”.  There are 10 activities listed and the girls need to complete 6 of them to earn the badge.  A troop may be interested in doing all or part of the Water Wonders badge at your plant.  There are definitely activities they can complete on their own or you may wish to work with the local council on offering a “Water Wonders” badge workshop periodically.  A favorite way of handling larger numbers of girls earning a badge is to set up rotating stations, where after visiting each station each girl will have earned the badge.  A single troop of girls may be able to do the badge with your help in one session at the plant.  A council representative may also be able to help with arranging older girl help (Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts) to assist with large badge workshops.  Again, the leaders and council have a certain amount of flexibility in the activities and interpretation of the badge requirements so please review the activities with the leaders or council representatives to make sure you are staying with the intent of the badge and within GSUSA safety requirements.  Whereas the “Water Wonders” badge is probably the most applicable, the “Careers”, “Environmental Health”, “Eco-Action”, “Water Fun”, “Discovering Technology”, “Ms. Fix-It”, “Globe-Trotting”, “Making It Matter”, “Science Discovery”, “Science in Everyday Life”, and “Science Sleuth” badges all have individual requirements that may fulfilled with the help of water utility personnel, from replacing washers in faucets, to learning about water conservation, to the use of computers in jobs, to interviewing an engineer.  The important thing is to ask the leaders what they would like to be covered during their visit. 

Cadette (7th-8th), Senior (9th-12th), and Studio 2B(6th on up) Girl Scouts can earn awards  from “Interest Projects for Cadette and Senior Girl Scouts”.  Interest projects are much more complex and each are divided into multiple categories and generally can’t be finished in a single session.  To earn the interest project patch, a girl must complete at least seven of the activities, comprised of two Skill Builders activities, one Technology activity, one Service Project activity, one Career Exploration activity and two additional activities from any category.  There is no interest project directly pertaining to water treatment, but many interest projects have Career Exploration activities that may be fulfilled at a water utility through interviews or job shadowing, or learning about local government and its infrastructure, or backcountry water dangers and treatment.  “Build a Better Future”, Eco-Action, From Shore to Sea, “Why in the World?”, “Backpacking”, “Outdoor Survival”, and “Water Sports” all have one or more activities that can be accomplished with your help.  There are also many higher awards with career exploration requirements that you may be able to help with when requested.  These age groups though will enjoy a career oriented plant tour even though they won’t earn a specific badge.  

There is also a joint project developed by the USEPA and the Girl Scout Council of the Nations Capitol called the “Water Drop Patch Project”.  It is a patch that can be earned by Girl Scouts from Brownies to Seniors by completing their choice of many requirements.  In particular, requirement #8 is to visit a local water plant to see how drinking water is purified!  With contacts through local environmental organizations and Girl Scouts, you may be able to help with a program to earn this entire patch also.  The entire project and requirements are available at http://www.epa.gov/adopt/patch 
Please consider offering tours and activities to local Girl Scouts.  We’re sure you and the Girl Scouts will find it a rewarding experience.  Thank you.


















