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ISAWWA Youth Outreach Program Guidelines 
Brownie Girl Scouts

Each Try-It contains six badge activities; four must be completed to earn the badge.  Please consult “Try-Its for Brownie Girl Scouts” for the actual Try-It activities.  Also check with the troop leader or council representative to make sure your activities will be appropriate for earning the Try-it.
1) Made of Water

Here the Brownies learn that their bodies contain a large amount of water and so does their food.  It is a great place to discuss that our body is 70% water and that we require water to live.  You can have them all bring in labels or containers from food and beverages that contain the word “water” in the ingredient list or have a small grocery display with containers where they can all find the word “water” on the label at the plant.  Learn facts to share with them at:  http://www.drinktap.org/kidsdnn/Portals/5/story of water/html/facts.htm 

2) Drip Drop (Best discussed after the tour.  You can discuss how the water was cleaned up, only to have it wasted down the drain without anybody using it.)

Here the Brownies learn about measuring leaks.  If you have a graduated cylinder or measuring cup and a watch or stopwatch, you can set up sinks with drips or streams and calculate how much water is wasted in an hour, a day, and in a year.  

3) Be a Water Saver (Again, best discussed after the tour and in conjunction with #2.  You can discuss how the water was cleaned up, only to have it wasted down the drain without anybody using it.)

There are suggestions for saving water around the house in the Try-It as well as in many children’s references on the web.  Have everybody come up with suggestions and throw in some of your own.  Be sure to make it personal to a child’s life – such as brushing their teeth, washing their hands, watering the lawn etc.

4) Water Snooper


This requirement builds a means to look into ponds or aquariums from the surface and also making a water drop magnifying glass.  May not be practical unless you have a safe pond or aquarium to look into.

5) Water Explorer


The Brownies are asked to look for life in surface water by using a strainer to collect living things.  A different adaptation may be to filter surface water, collecting and concentrating microscopic organisms such as algae and diatoms and re-suspending them in just a few drops of water to look at under a microscope.  You can set up a slide on a professional microscope or purchase/borrow some cheaper children’s models.  This is sometimes more practical when there isn’t a source nearby for them, it is unsafe, or when weather conditions prevent it.  Point out if anything moves and how it moves.  You may also be able to use pictures in the back of Standard Methods for the girls to try to identify some algae.  Living organisms can be found in many surprising places and are very important to the environment (food chain) whether you can see them with the naked eye or not.

6) Water Layers

The book contains simple experiments for visualizing the differences in densities between salt and fresh water.  

Plant Tour

An excellent resource for this age group to either read before coming to the plant or read as a storytelling session at the plant is a book called “The Magic School Bus at the Waterworks.”  It contains a basic description of what happens to clean water up for drinking and how it gets to your house as well as many fun facts about water.  

During the tour, it is sometimes best to follow the water through the plant, stressing where and what the source of their drinking water is as well as how important it is to drink only water that has been treated and how important drinking water is to the community.  Also, point out jobs along the way and how any of the jobs could be done by women and what training might be required.  Sizes and depths are fun at this age – that reservoir will hold enough drinking water to fill 500,000 milk jugs, or you would be able to stand up in that pipe are fun ways to make it relevant to the girls.  Loud pumps and big tanks are always impressive! 

By mixing hands-on activities and the plant tour the Brownies can have a fun and educational experience while earning their Try-it.  You may also wish to invest in some handout items that the girls may enjoy taking home, such as stickers, pencils, or coloring books, all available at AWWA bookstore.  There are also several video resources that you may show before a tour, such as The Water Works – From Source to Tap from AWWA.  


















