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ISAWWA Youth Outreach Program
Cub and Boy Scouts
The Boy Scouts of America (BSA) offer a program for boys 6 years old to 17 years old. Requirements for moving up in “rank” involve numerous different activities, some of which involve water treatment related topics. These requirements provide opportunities for water treatment facilities, municipalities, engineering firms, etc. to extend their public education outreach efforts.
Cub Scouts (first through fifth grade) are organized into a pack.  Within each pack, the boys are organized into dens of boys their own age. Boy Scouts (6th-12th grade) are organized into troops. The adult leaders in scouts are all volunteers. Consequently, their interpretation of the requirements for each rank, badge, or award will vary. They are usually receptive to activities that will fulfill requirements or expand on the programs themes. 
Scouts are broken into rank. Each rank has its own requirements and opportunities for learning. Scouts are not required to visit a water plant or interact with water treatment professionals per se. However, such visits and interaction can be tailored to fulfill or expand upon basic requirements. 
Water industry related requirements are listed below by rank. Examples of the awards the boys work towards are also shown. Except for the first picture at left, all awards are approximately actual size. 
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Tiger Scouts (First grade or 6 years old) 
· Conservation (elective for bead) – With your adult partner, think of ways to conserve water.

· Go to work (elective for bead) – Visit a place where adults work.

· Weather elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Make a poster of the water cycle.
· Science elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Visit a facility where a scientist works.

· Science elective (one option for pin) – Learn about erosion.
Wolf Scout (Second grade or 7 years old)

· Your Living World Achievement (requirement for rank) – List on paper ways water can get dirty.
· Weather elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Make a poster of the water cycle.

· Science elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Visit a facility where a scientist works.

· Science elective (one option for pin) – Learn about erosion.

Bear Scout (Third grade or 8 years old)

· Take Care of Your World Achievement (requirement for rank) – List ways water is used in home.
· Water and soil conservation (one requirement for arrow point) – Visit a lake, stream, or river. Plan a den project to clean up this important source of water. 

· Weather elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Make a poster of the water cycle.

· Science elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Visit a facility where a scientist works.

· Science elective (one option for pin) – Learn about erosion.
Webelos Scout (Fourth and fifth grade or 9-10 years old)

· Scientist activity badge (one option for badge) – Show the effects of water pressure.

· Weather elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Make a poster of the water cycle.

· Science elective (one requirement for belt loop) – Visit a facility where a scientist works.

· Science elective (one option for pin) – Learn about erosion.

Boy Scout (11 – 17 years old)
Boy scouts must earn merit badges that interest them personally (among other requirements) to move up in rank. Sometimes organizations host a merit badge day where boys from many troops are invited to fulfill requirements on one or more badges. Below is a list of merit badges with water related requirements.
Chemist 

· Describe how you would separate sand from water, salt, oil, and gas. What are some processes that would require this type of separation?

· Visit a lab and talk to a practicing chemist. Ask about their training and education.

Engineering
· Visit with an engineer. Ask about their training and education.

Environmental Science 
· Describe the impact of a water-borne pollutant in an aquatic community. Write a 100 word report on how the pollutant affected aquatic life, what the effect was and whether the effect is linked to biomagnification.

Geology 
· Conduct and experiment that shows how some sedimentary material carried by water may be too small for you to see unless magnified.

Plumbing 
· Describe how a properly working plumbing system protects families’ health and safety. 

· List five important public health related issues related to plumbing and tell how they protect health and safety.

Public Health 
· Discuss the importance of safe drinking water in terms of spread of disease. Then demonstrate ways for making water safe to drink that can be used at camp.

Soil and Water Conservation 
· Explain water a watershed is.

· Explain what a river basin is. Tell why all people living in it should be concerned about land and water use in it.

· Make a trip to a public drinking water treatment plant. 

· Explain how industrial use affects the water supply.

· Tell what is meant by water pollution.

· Tell how forest, range, and farm land affect the usable water supply.

For more information about Scouting for boys, visit the Boy Scouts of America web site at http://www.scouting.org/
Belt Loop: Slides onto Cub Scout’s belt.





Pin: Worn on Cub Scout hat or vest.





Merit Badge: Worn on Boy Scout sash. 





Beads are earned and worn on totem which is worn on the tiger scout’s belt.





Arrow Point: Worn on Cub Scout uniform.








